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Fall is Upon Us at Bethany

By: Principal Frank

Take time to dance in the leaves,
I hope you are all finding it welcoming and easy to access learning through 
our virtual Bethany Charter School 
https://bethanycharterschool.weebly.com hub.  We believe that learning 
should be fun! I feel extremely fortunate to be the principal of a school with 
such wonderful children, a motivated and dedicated staff, and parents who 
work with us to create an environment that facilitates student learning 
through a wide variety of innovative and collaborative methods and 
activities. The staff at the Charter are highly committed to providing the 
most rewarding education possible and making the process of learning an 
enjoyable experience. I marvel at the excitement of the staff chuckling and 
plotting ways to keep our mission alive.  The latest, agriculture video 
created by our unique staff was meant to inspire our bobcats to learn about 
farming all coupled with the great idea of having myself ride in on a chicken 
for virtual attendance will be hard to top.  I am confident this team can do it.    
Your child's education is our #1 priority and by working together with you, 
we will all make your child’s educational experience a positive one.
We are not only about making learning fun but safe.  Teachers have been 
focusing on digital citizenship at the start of this school year with zest.  
Because of the comprehensive learning necessary during the pandemic, we 
must ensure our students are versed in our school system being provided 
lessons that refer to responsible technology usage. We feel that 
teaching digital citizenship is essential to helping students achieve and 
understand digital literacy, as well as ensuring cyberbullying prevention, 
online safety, digital responsibility, and digital health and wellness. A 
digital citizen is a person using information technology to engage in society, 
politics, and government. As defined by Karen Mossberger, one of the 
authors of Digital Citizenship: The Internet, Society, and Participation, 
digital citizens are "those who use the internet regularly and effectively. 
That currently is a Bobcat student.
The red bench remains empty during virtual learning so as a Principal I 
have a little more time on my hands. There is time to work on projects 
around the campus, so it is a goal to spiff up the Charter for the return of 
our cubs to the Den.  The years have taken a toll on the campus and we are 
working hard to beautify the brick and mortar and revitalize the 
landscaping and playground area.  Please revisit the fair share commitment 
contract renewed for the pandemic months and see if there is a way you can 
be of help. >>>

>>>Also, in this newsletter are a few 
ideas that you can do for the 
students that will count for your 
recommended hours. Please email 
or call if you would like more 
information. We have a tradition at 
Bethany where parents are really a 
part of our school community and 
always welcomed.   Thank you for 
helping at Bethany Charter School 
and always contributing to the 
positive climate of our school.
If you have questions or 
concerns. Do not hesitate to reach 
out to us, we are here to help.

Stay safe and we will see you soon!

Mrs. Frank
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This year in  

Kindergarten we are taking big 

strides adjusting to distance 

learning. People are interested 

to know if it’s possible and how 

we’re doing in Kindergarten and 

we would answer with a 

confident, “It’s going well!” We 

are having fun together and 

are diving into our themes, 

math lessons, and even learning 

our letters and sight words. 

We had a slow start but 

are leaping into learning our 

numbers 1-10, focusing on a few 

letters at a time, and just 

began science.>>>

Kindergarten News! 
By: Miss Heneveld

>>>We are learning about 

gravity, force and motion, and of 

course things like apples and 

pumpkins. At the beginning of 

October, we celebrated Fire 

Safety Awareness week with 

some songs and conversation 

about being safe around heat 

and fire. Soon we’ll be talking 

about Community Workers and 

people who do important jobs in 

our community that we could 

not live without! 

We begin each day with 

our good morning song. Ms. 

Heneveld is looking forward to 

the holiday season when we can 

sing carols and hopefully include 

more bobcats in some holiday 

fun and cheer! 

Team First & Second
By: Miss Turner

Remember a few 

weeks ago when it took us so 

long to mute and unmute on 

Zoom? To be a good 

example of an author, I 

started out our newsletter 

with one of our narrative 

beginning ideas. Did any first 

or second graders notice? 

Yes, we have jumped from 

learning how to mute to 

writing exciting beginnings in 

narratives. Our first few 

weeks of school have flown 

by. I am so proud of the first 

and second graders for 

bravely handling all the 

newness this fall has 

brought.>>>

>>>We have been 

busy exploring many distance 

learning opportunities. 

Students have learned to 

navigate our virtual 

classroom, accessing lesson 

videos, agendas, and links. 

They have shown their hard 

work on Seesaw and have 

taken to using Zoom like 

experts.

Currently, we are finishing up 

our space unit and getting 

ready to dive deeper into 

agriculture. Go Math chapter 

two is under way for both 

grades. As mentioned above, 

we are in our narrative writing 

unit and I can’t wait to see 

how our skills grow. Our 

Zoom meetings usually focus 

around our literacy curriculum 

and students are doing a 

great job keeping up with our 

busy schedule as we make 

the most of our time 

together. >>>

>>>When we get to narrative 

endings students will learn 

that we may end with a hope 

or a wish. My hope is that as 

we get deeper into the school 

year first and second graders 

will show what great learners 

they are in any situation.

Miss Heneveld in action!

We miss our students! 



Bobcat ART! 
By: Mrs. McDonnell

I am so impressed by our Bobcat artists! From K-4th grade to middle school I have seen colorful 
and creative masterpiece submissions. In k-4th grades we started the year with some practice 
skills and a fun color wheel activity, grabbing random items from home and making our own color 
wheels with them in a photo. In grades 5th-8th they started with a relaxing art project I called 
“Put Your Worries in a Bubble”. The colorful bubbles looked 3D and turned out amazing! Then, all 
grades learned about one of the first artists to make Abstract art- Wassily Kandinsky. They joined 
in making apple drawings that they turned into abstract art called “Kandi-Apples”. We are 
currently exploring color mixing in K-4th and Middle School is creating large color wheel eye 
drawings with a striking contrast between pencil and color. 

Coming up we will be working with clay, doing some seasonal artwork and learning the 
difference between warm and cool colors. We will do more abstract art and learn about other 
famous Artists. Our artists can take pictures of each art project and send to my email: 
mcdonnell_megan@silverfalls.k12.or.us ( first and second graders will share directly on Seesaw). 
Please keep the original masterpieces in a safe place for future collections from Bethany. I look 
forward to more creating with all our Bobcat artists and seeing each unique masterpiece. 
-Mrs. McDonnell 

Submitted by Elianna C. 

Submitted by Jeremiah B.

Submitted by Alivia H. 

mailto:mcdonnell_megan@silverfalls.k12.or.us


Third & Fourth Grade
By: Mrs. King

“This should work!”

I find myself  saying this 

over and over this fall. 

Technology glitches, unstable 

internet connections, great plans 

for a Jeopardy game that mostly 

works but my cursor won’t work 

on the $500 questions, 

someone’s microphone failing in 

the middle of  a read aloud, 

UGH! There seems to be 

something new that goes wrong 

every day.

But with all the 

frustrations of  online school, I 

keep coming back to the 32 

faces that I see every day on my 

computer screen. Many of  them 

show up to zoom meetings ten 

minutes early just to chat, they 

volunteer answers, they email 

me photos of  pets, they offer to 

come trap the mouse in my 

classroom. And parents send me 

photos and quips that show the 

students’ excitement.

They show up every day 

and work hard. We have spelling 

and vocabulary words to learn, 

we write summaries, we read 

and analyze stories, we work on 

handwriting and math facts, we 

explore animal adaptations and 

online etiquette, we scratch our 

heads and try to make sense of  

new math strategies, and we 

sing. We are working. These 

kids are working.

So even though this 

online platform brings daily 

challenges, we are making this 

school year happen. You -

parents and learning coaches -

are playing a huge part. The 

kids are pressing on. And it is 

working. Better than it should 

be!

Insert picture 
or quote from 
article here!

>>> In math, we have tackled 
exponents and multi-digit 
multiplication in 5th grade and 
integers, number lines, and 
absolute value in 6thgrade. I am 
very impressed with their 
homework and tests which are 
mostly scoring in the 90 to 
100%. Great job class! In 
science, we just finished the 
basics of cells and starting cell 
anatomy. This class is full of 
passionate learners and 
enthusiastic teachers. Several 
have created video tutorials to 
share with the class on art, 
science, cooking, and STEM. A 
student has even started a Tech 
Tuesday/Thursday Zoom after 
school to teach others about the 
many tools available to them in 
order to help other students 
excel. This class loves to share 
their talents and I am grateful we 
have this platform to let them 
shine. We are off to a Bobcat 
grrrrrreat year!!

Fifth and Sixth Corner
By: Mrs. Finicle

5th and 6th graders have donned 
their pith helmets and are 
exploring Ancient Greece. So far, 
we have learned about the early 
civilizations of the Minoan and 
Mycenaeans, met the Greek Poet 
Homer, and are starting to look at 
the foundations of our 
democracy all courtesy of Ancient 
Greece. They have started a 
student choice mini-project in our 
Social Studies Google Classroom 
due October 30th. Be sure to ask 
your child about their subject 
focus and project choice. In 
Language Arts, we have read 
fictional mythology stories, have 
a 40-book challenge, and are 
studying the elements of fiction 
and narrative writing. So far, we 
have studied setting and plot 
structures. Ask your child to read 
you their (Exposition Writing 
Assignment) which is the best 
opening line to a fictional story 
that they can create.>>>

Insert picture 
or quote from 
article here!



This format also allows 
students and families to 
research what interests them, 
and then present it in a way 
that showcases their passion 
and talent.

Projects are due October 
26th, and families can look 
forward to an Agriculture 
Celebration to come on 
November 25th highlighting 
some of our outstanding student 
submissions. Moving forward, 
expect to see additional themes 
introduced and more 
opportunities for your students 
to impress us with their hard 
work and special talents. Please 
drop by Bethany Farms at any 
time this year to see what we 
are up to. See you at the 
farm!
Visit Bethany Farms

This Autumn brings in a 
new season, and with it a 
fresh new school year, and a 
reimagined way of doing things. 
Our students are putting in a 
full day of studies online. 
Zooming with teachers to learn 
math, science, and literacy. But,
you may wonder, what about 
that other “stuff” they used to 
do at school. What about the 
Charter’s mission to focus on 
natural resources and 
technology? We have the 
second covered just by way of 
the learning environment we 
have been thrust into. But 
how do you take Bethany's 
hands-on Ag Days and make it 
virtual?

Bethany Agriculture Corner by Mrs. Boatner
That's where the Ag 

team comes in! Ms. Turner and 
Mrs. Boatner came together to 
reimagine how to fulfill 
Bethany's mission and bring 
agriculture education to our 
students. The team decided to 
take a project-based learning 
approach for students because 
it is shown to promote deeper 
understanding and greater 
retention of content 
knowledge.

The first agriculture 
topic just happened to launch on 
National Farmers Day, with 
none other than a farming 
theme! It was decided to let 
students have free choice on their 
type of project in hopes to 
encourage multigrade collaboration 
for our families.

https://bethanycharterschool.weebly.com/agriculture.html


Seventh and Eighth Grade
By: Mrs. Merklin

Wow! What a great group of kids 
you all have! We have enjoyed 
getting to know our students and we 
are impressed with how resilient, 
hard working, and just plain 
awesome they are. Thank you for 
sharing your child with us.🙂

What we have learned through 
these few weeks of distance learning 
is that routines are essential. Please 
be aware that your student should 
be devoted to schoolwork from 
8:30-3 daily with minimal 
distractions. If they can really focus 
during those hours, that will cut 
down on all the homework being 
done over the weekend. That being 
said, I homeschooled my kids for 11 
years, and I know that “life” can 
sometimes happen, so please 
communicate with us if your student 
is getting overwhelmed and know 
that we are flexible.

We have already accomplished so 
much in three short weeks! October 
is short story month in literacy, and 
we are enjoying a creepy classic this 
week and next: The Monkey’s Paw
by W.W.Jacobs. Students are also 
busy writing their first paper, which 
is a Personal Narrative. Both grades 
have already completed Module 
One in math and they are adapting 
to doing online math very well. In 
Social Studies we are studying the 
election and government, and we 
already have a science concept and 
test completed. We have been 
studying conduction, convection, 
and radiation and students should 
be completing their first at-home 
Science Lab on Exothermic and 
Endothermic Reactions. Students are 
also on their way to practicing skills 
that they will need for High School 
and beyond. They are taking notes 
fast with CNN10 and guided notes in 
literacy and science. Keyboarding is 
essential at this grade level, so 
please encourage your student to

Bobcat 

Eyes 

Caught…

• The Bergmanns doing lawn 
maintenance and raking leaves

• Mrs. Simonds painting the 
lockers in the upper hall

• An anonymous parent out 
weed-eating the campus

• Dr. O helping paint the gym
• Mrs. Murphy delivering math 

curriculum

There are still plenty of 
opportunities to help out around 

the Charter to earn your Fair 
Share Hours! Please email      

Mrs. Frank  at 
frank_Kathy@silverfalls.k12.or.us
if you would like to help! We will 

be continually sharing our 
volunteer needs on our website! 

Special Event coming up! 

On Friday, October 30th (times TBD)
bring in your completed art to        

Mrs. Frank & Mrs. McDonnell and 
receive a treat!

(Please email Mrs. Frank is this is a hardship for you to participate.) 

School appropriate costumes may be 
worn if you choose.  

complete their weekly required 
keyboarding of 30 minutes 
(minimum). Most students are 
communicating well with us and 
we are so grateful - this is another 
essential skill.
We are looking for fun ways to 
bond as a class, which is 
challenging in these socially 
distanced times. If you have any 
good ideas, please feel free to 
share them with us. I am hoping to 
host our first Friday Night Movie 
Hang Out through Teleparty this 
Friday night, please watch for an 
email about that.

I hope you are all staying well in 
body and mind. Thank you for all 
you are doing with your students 
to keep them on track and 
encourage their education. We are 
available anytime you have any 
questions or concerns.

mailto:frank_Kathy@silverfalls.k12.or.us

